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that was hitherto regarded
MUCH mysterlotta In regard to

lrttle-know- n and fero-

cious animal lniabltlns the forests of
this country ha been made clear by
the otf an eminent fauna!
naturalist. William T. Cox. Mr. Cox,
who la now state forester of Minnesota,
with headquarters at St. Paul, was for
many years connected with the govern-
ment forest service. Incidental to his
duties he spent many months In log-
ging camp In more or less remote re-
gions, and learned a great deal abont
the creatures in question from "lumber
Jacks" and other experienced persons
who had seen them.

Lassoes Jaekrabfelts.
It was in this way that he first

heard about the roperite, one of the
aaost remarkable of these beasts, which
carries on the end of Its nose a sort
of running; noose In fact, this pro-
longation of its snout takes the form
of a lasso, with which the animal cap- -,

tures Jackrabblts and other prey, pur-
suing the latter with enormous leaps
and bounds and uttering the while fero-
cious yells that can be heard for miles

No one seems to know With definite-net- s
anything about its life history, and

many a discussion has been based on
the question whether it Is born,
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Fearsome Creatures Forests Almost Unknown
Present Roperite

goster Slide-roc- k BoJter Prey.
Squnk Habits Recent

About Whintoser Gumberoo..

Investigations

hatched from an ess, or comes into
existence spontaneously from some
mountain cavern. The Digger Indians
say that roperites are the spirits of
early Spanish ranchers, and blood-cnrdH- ng

are the tales they tell of bap-le- ss

persons pursued by the beast,
snared with its marvelous yrope-lik- e

beak, and dragged to deata through
thorny chaparral. According to A. B.
Patterson, of Hot Springs, CaL, who
saw the last specimen authentically
reported, the animal has a large set
of rattles on its tail, which It vibrates
wen In pursuit of game, thus produc-
ing a whirring sound like that of a
giant rattlesnake.

The fact that the animals discussed
by Mr. Cox in a book ;ust published
by the Buth company, St Paul (of
which the writer is. permitted to make
the first review), are ao little known
is mainly attributable, first, to the
rareness of the species concerned, and
second, to their seclusion In the densest
and least-explored forest, where fcunal
naturalists generally havo not had a
chance to come at or describe them.

The Dangerous Snollgoster.
Thus the strange and dangerous

creature known as the snbtigoster is
found only in the moat remote cypress
swamps of the south, and particularly
in the region about Uk3 Okoechibeo,
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Fla. Tt'ds of enormous slse and feeds
exclusively on human beings particu-
larly negro pickaninnies. In form it
resembles.' a huge crocodile, but )s cov-
ered with long, glossy fur and has no
legs or fins, except one long spike on
its hack. To . enable it to travel
through the muddywaterji in which It
lives, nature has provide! it with an
arrangement of three bony plates on
the end of Its tail, mucn resembling
the propeller of a steamboat. These,
however, srve an additional purpose,
for, when the creature catches a col-
ored person It tosses the victim up
and backward so as to impale him
upon the spike-fi- n. The suollgosteri
tail Is then driven into the mud and
revolves until a hole Is scooped out,
wherein the prey is deposited and cov-
ered up, to furnish a subsequent meat

The Squonk Is Harmless.
The squonk. on tne other hand, is

an entirely harmless, though very curi-oa- s,

beast. It is said to be fairly com-
mon In the hemlock forests of Penn-
sylvania, and it travels about only at
twilight. Because of Its misfitting
sSttn, which Is covered with warts and
moles, Jt is always unhappy. Huntersare able to follow the squonk by Its
tear-stain- trail, for the animal weeps
constantly. When cornered and escape
seems Impossible, it may even dissolveitself In tears. On frosty, moonlight
nights, it is often heard weeping un-
der the bsughB of dark hemlock trees.
J. P. Wentling; formerly of Pennsyl-
vania, but now residing at St. Anthoiy
Park, Minn., had a disappointing ex-
perience with a squonk near Mont Alto.He made a clever capture byjmlmlcklngthe squonk and inducing Tt to hop
Into a sack. In which he was carrying

.nome "When suddenly the burdenlightened and the weeping ceased.Wentling unslung the stack and lookedin. There was nothing but tears andbubbles.
Every lumber region (says Mr. Cox)

has its strange animals, almost orwholly unknown to science. Thus intile foggy country along the Pacificcoast, from Grays harbor to Humboldtbay, there ranges a kind of creature
that has caused much annoyance. This
is the gumberoo, which, fortunately,
is so rare that a specimen Is seen only
once in a long while. It Is believed to
remain in hiding most of the time in-
side of huge, burned-ou- t cedar tress,
from which it sallies forth on maraud-ing expeditions. --Occasionally It will
eat a whole horse at one sitting.

No other animal within Its rang has
ever found a successful method of at-
tacking a gumbero. WnaTrvar strikes
the beast bounds off. A. stone thrownat it is liable to rebound from its elas- -

hEL" 2W!!5 .S" 8SS.thTw- -l deadly pf vegetation, thesimilarly shed. The or f,otous ofgumberoos is thought to be due to their
combustible character.- - and the preva-
lence of forest fires. Fire, indeed, is
the only thing that will destroy them,
and they burn like celluloid, ex-
plosive faree. Frequently during and
after forest fire In the heavy cedars
near Coos bay, woodsmen have Insist-
ed that they heard loud reports, quite
unlike the sound of falling trees, and
detected the smell of burning rubber
In the-air- .

An Unfortunate Animal.
It Is a sadness to speak the Fu-

neral mountain terrashot, which is cer-
tainly the most unfortunate of animals.
From it probably comes the name of
the Funeral range In California. The
creature has a coffin-shape- d body, six
to eight feet long, with flat shell
running the whole length of its back
It was first seen and reported some
Mormon emigrants, who observed
peculiar entering the desert

certain range of mountains, aft-
erward named the Funeral
They witnessed the tragic fate of the
brutes.

0ire" pf the Mormons, his curiosity
arbased, weMe an investigation which
resulted in finding out all Ait' is
hSewn of the terrasfeefc It-set- J
the animal lives in the little neadws
and parks in the higher pSrtSbks of
the range, where it gradually in-
creases in numbers until seised by
strange to migrate. The beasts
then long- - processions and march
in single file down into the desert val-
ley, presumably with the intention of

to other ranges, that can be
seen in the distance. one of them,
however, ever across. As they en-
counter the hot sands they

with the heat, and one after an-
other thy blow np with resounding

leaving deep, grave-shape- d

holes in the sand.
Tourists Fear Sllde-lloc- k Bolter.

In the.mpa$afns of Colorado, where
in summer the, woods are becoming in-
fested" with tourists, much uneasinesc
4ias been caused by the slide-roc- k

bolter. This frightful animal lives only
In the steepest mountain country,
where the" slopes are greater than 45
degrees. It has an immense head, with
email exes, and an enormous mouth.

EL PASO HERALD
running ba.k behind Its ears. Its tail
consists of a divided flipper, with huge
grab hooks, which it fastens over tie
crest of mountain ridge, often re-

maining there motionless for weeks at
time and watching the gulch foi

tourists.
At the right moment sighting a

tourist it will lift Its tail, thus loosen-
ing its hold on the mountains, and,
drooling thin' skid grease the
corners of its mouth (thus greatly ac-
celerating its speed), comes down like

toboggan, scooping- in its victim as
it goes, its own impetus carrying it up
to the next slope, where It it again
slaps Its tall over the ridge and waits.

A forest ranger, "whose district In-

cludes the rough country between
Ophir Peaks and the Lizard Head, con-
ceived the idea of decoying a slide-roc- k

bolter to Its own destruction. A
dummy tourist was rigged with
plaid Norfolk jaeket, knee breeches
and guide book of Colorado. It was
then filled with giant powder and ful-
minate cape, and posted In conspic-
uous place, ' where, sure enough, the
next day it attracted the attention of
a bolter which had been hanging fot
days on the slope of Lizard Head. The
resulting explosion flattened half the
buildings in Rico, which were never re-
built.

Animal With Telescopic Iegs. .
In the chaparral and foothill forests

of California Is found 4he Trlpodero
an animal with two telescopic legs

and a tall like kangaroo's. This pe-
culiarity of structure enables the crea-
ture to elevate itself at will, so that
it may tower above the dense chapar-
ral, or, If it chooses, to "pull In It

and assume compact form for
crowding throagh the brush. -- Its head
is nearly all snout, and It kills Its prey
by discharging from tie end .thereof
pellets of sun-drie- d day, which are
projected at the target with astonish-
ing and accuracy.

For lack of space reference can be
made here only to a few of the inter-
esting and little-know- n animals de-

scribed by Mr. Cqx;. but, in conclusion.

W3tyE" IlKOUT-VEIL- GET

R PECT IN CAIRO,

AQiii EVIL CITY CF

THOSE for the first
FORtime with vague-- ljleas of the

glory and-rionne-
sa q the east,

Cairo will not disappoint them. , The
dazxlinc- - whiteness at the buildings andi - - .,

tic . u . SL,mS," ; JSS' sky,
S FES

tho profusion andare scarcity , color the flowers, the

with
a

o

a
i

by
a

procession
from a

mountains

4bstt

a
impulse

form

crossing
Not

gets
rapidly

reports,,

a
a

after

from

a

up,

a

a

a

legs a

force

who go

a

strange and picturesque garments of
tne men and women, all go to mane up
a picture which delights your eye at
the time and never fades from your
memory.

When, afterwards, you try to recount
briefly the most interesting facts and
points of a visit to this wonderful, pic-
turesque town, where clouds and rain
are practically unknown, it is diffi-
cult to know where to begin. The first
impression of the streets themselves, is
bewildering a babel of noise and
Bound and chattering In a dozen .dia-
lects and languages. r .

One unpleasant fact a European or.n
American woman learns in the street,
whether she is alone or accompanied
by a man, is this. The native man, no
matter of how low a class, has not an
atom of respect for her. Although she
may belong to a governing race, to an
upper class, tne fact that she is un-
veiled proves her, to him, to be utterly
wanting in modesty, and hence unwor-
thy of respect, and he Jostles and in-
sults her accordingly ia a way which
tourm hAr liiRriflfltilft hut useless, in- -

f dignation.
jsven the colored servant employed

in, her fceae. White he treats her with
oi1tfttaYspeci (DeriMKe his place fe.

tttu.lt). despises and.scorns her
in his Mart ana will not "hesitate to
ifet her know his real feelings'-i- f he
no longer owes his livelihood to' your

as a town. Is divided Into two
sharply -- separated quarters the Euro-
pean, with its magnificent houses and
palaces (often owned by native
princes), its barracks and luxurious
hotels: and the native, with its g,

insect-haunte- d bazars and
streets, its beautiful and bizarre
mosques

One thing that strikes the visitor to
Egypt for the first time is the immense
sincerity and importance of his re-
ligion to the Mohammedan man not to
the woman, for she is not supposed to
possess a soul and is aot even allowed
to enter a mesqoe at prayer-tim-e.

A Mohammedan makes no attempt
at privacy In exercising his religion.
At sundown, at midday and at other
appointed hours of prayer, you will at
first be surprised to see the Arabs
stop short in their work or their
amusement, , and tall on their knees
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Years of Suffering
Catarrh and Blood Disease --

Doctors Failed to Cure.
Miss Mabel F. Dawklns, 1214 Lafay-

ette SU Fort Wayne, Ind.. writes:
"For three years I was troubled with
catarrh and blood disease. I tried sev-

eral doctors and a dozen different rem-
edies, but none of them did me any
good. A friend told me of Hood's Sar-aparll-

I took two bottles of this
medicine and was as well and strong
as ever. I feel like a different person
and recommend Hood's to any one suf-
fering from catarrh."

Get It today in usual liquid form or
chocolated tablets called Sarsatabs.

just a word ought to be said about the
wbintosser. This creature, seen occa-
sionally along 'the coast oranges of
California, is of no great size, but re-

markably constructed. Its head is fas-
tened to its body by a swivel neck, ana
so likewise Is its short, tapering tail,
and both can be spun around at the
rate of 100 revolutions a minute. The
body is long and triangular in section,
with three complete sets of legs. Thle
is a great convenience In an earthquake
country. If the floor suddenly be-

comes a ceiling it does not matter, for
the whintosser is always there with
the legs. All of its hair is bristly and
slants forward at a sharp angle.

A cat's nine lives are as nothing to
the ones possessed by a whintosser
This beast may be shot, elubbed or
strung on a pike pole without stopping
Its wriggling, whirling motions, or its
screams of rage. The only successful
way of killing It Is to poke It into a
flume pipe so that an Its feet strike
the surface, when it immediately starts
to walk. In three different directions
at once ana tears iteelf apart.

Rene Bache.
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and prostrate themselves, touching "the-groun-

with their forehead, whila
they cry aloud their prayers ana
praise AllahT "

The great playground of the English
colony in Cairo is the Sporting club
in the island of Ghezireh, In the Nile.
Here a man can get tennis, golf, crick-
et, football, polo, racing, racqdets. etcL,
to his hearts content. And it is to this
vast and beautiful playground that
English soldiers and civilian residents
ewe their health, the "hardness"
which is a Britan's prerogative and
which be might forfeit in an enervat-
ing climate, a luxurious, pleasure-lovin- g

town, if he were not able to
exercise his body in the way he has
learned to do at home.

There is one expedition that no one.
however short his stay In Egypt may
be, can afford to miss, and that is a
visit to the pyramids by night as well
as day. A wonderful straight road of
about eight miles along which electric
trains shade of Cleopatra! , electric
trains to the pyramids running regu-
larly, are to be seen leads from Cairo
out into the heart of the desert and
the site of the great pyramids and
sphinx.

The first view of ,the pyramids as
you approach them by road is almost
disappointing, because you do not
realise their vast bulk, especially In
that clear atmosphere; but, seen by
moonlight, they become invested with
a majesty whose influence never quite
fades from your mind.

One other sight is worth taking a
little trouble to see, and that is the
performances of Jthe dancing-- and howl,
ing Dervishes. I believe public exhi-
bitions are now fOrtjMdeH;1T Jt
of a little "bacKsheesh yoa eaa he a4
mitted, as I was, to a room where they
still hold this quaint and amazing
performance, which is to them religious

Whether you only lead the life of a
butterfly, flitting from one social
amusement to another in the English
circle, or whether you go deeper into
the life, ways and habits of the na-
tives, studying their religion and at-
tempting to understand their attitude
of mind towards civilization and the
governing race, you will always feel a
strong drawing of the emotions of your
memory, baek,jt-th- e East

"Tfou will think, Jong years after-
wards of- - the wonderful pictures tof
asure sky, of dazzling Ainaret and lofty
palm, and you will dream of -- the ma-
jesty and beauty of the sun setting, in
a splendor of red and gold, reflecting
its glories In the broad bosom of tho
Nile, with Its graceful .

lateen-saile- d
craft, and cry. "Once again Just once
again before I die!" l
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Out of Town Customers
Wanting wall paper samples, just drop us a
postal and we will send them free of cost.
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RpHer Skates
Have received a nice assortment is both ball bearing and pfeiaSieel wieefe,
for both boys and girls.
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